Get a jump start on the GWDR Collection System Questionnaire!

Most public agencies that currently own or operate sanitary sewer systems within the State of California have already received a letter from the State Water Resources Control Board that provides general information on the recently adopted General Waste Discharge Requirements for Sanitary Sewer Systems.  The letter also contains specific instructions on how to apply for coverage under the GWDR.  Agencies that do not receive the letter may obtain applications and instructions on the Water Board’s web site. 

Per the GWDR, all enrollees must apply for coverage by November 2.   A hard copy of the application is required since the Water Board requires a wet signature of each agency’s designated authorized representative.  Permit coverage will be in effect once a complete application package has been submitted and approved by the Water Board.

When the Water Board receives the application, it will, in a reasonable amount of time, issue the “Username” and “Password” to the enrollee.  The enrollee must log on and complete the “Collection System Questionnaire” within 30 days of getting the username and password or prior to receiving spills.  Also, the questionnaire must be updated at least every 12 months.
Note that the database will recognize the enrollee regional assignment and not expect any SSO reporting until the appropriate deadline per the phased schedule outlined in the WDR.

Following are the current versions of the questions that are included in the questionnaire.  Some of the questions in the questionnaire may take some time for agencies to gather.  In order to get a jump start on the process here are the current versions of the questions.  Disclaimer:  This article is being prepared for publication and the State Water Board may modify the questions by the time this is published. Please go to the web site to find the latest information:  www.cwea.org/sso.

Collection System Questionnaire (as of June 13, 2006):

General:

1. What is the population served by your agency’s sanitary sewer system?

2. What is your current annual operation and maintenance budget for sanitary sewer system facilities?
3. What is your current annual capital expenditure budget for sanitary sewer system facilities?
Please identify the total number of employees (technical and mechanical) for your agency’s sanitary sewer system (including pump station operations) working within the different classifications listed below.

4. Entry Level (< 2 years experience) 

a. Number of agency employees: 

b. Number of certified (Grade 1) agency employees:

5. Journey Level (≥ 2 years experience) 
a. Number of agency employees 
b. Number of certified (Grade 2) agency employees:
6. Supervisory Level
a.  Number of agency employees 
b. Number of certified (Grade 3) agency employees:
7. Managerial Level 
a. Number of agency employees: 
b. Number of certified (Grade 4) agency employees:
Specific information on infrastructure:
8. How many miles of force mains and other pressure systems?
9. How many miles of gravity sewers?
10. Estimated total miles of laterals (upper and lower):
11. Which portion of laterals is your agency responsible for? (pick one)
a. None 
b. Lower only
c. Upper and lower
12. Estimated total miles of laterals your agency is responsible for:
13. Number of service lateral connections:
14. Approximately, what percentage of your sanitary sewer system was constructed between the years of (note: total must sum to 100%):
a. 2000 – Present
b. 1980 – 1999
c. 1960 – 1979
d. 1940 – 1959
e. 1920 – 1939
f. 1900 - 1919 
g. Before 1900
15. Estimated total miles of your sanitary sewer system not accessible by vehicle:
16. What is your total gravity sewer system cleaning production in miles/year?
17. What is your total gravity sewer system condition inspection (e.g., CCTV) production in miles/year?
The California Water Environment Association (CWEA) is coordinating training on monitoring SSOs, reporting on the SWRCB’s database and preparing a Sanitary Sewer Management Plan (SSMP) with its local sections, several agency management associations such as California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA), and other training consultants and associations like California Rural Water Association (CRWA).  Please get enrolled under the GWDR and then register for the CWEA training.
