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GREETINGS FROM THE 
PRESIDENT… 
 
Goodbye Summer, hello Fall.  Less sunshine but more 
pumpkin pie - that’s fair to me. 
 
The Redwood Empire Section hosted our joint dinner 
meeting on 9/11 at Scott’s in Oakland, where we were 
treated to a presentation by Federal Park Ranger 
Elizabeth Tucker who works with the Rosie the 
Riveter/WWII Home Front NHP program in Richmond.  
Her presentation included information on ship building 
during WWII, which tied in nicely with the tour of the 
USS Hornet that preceded the meeting. 
 
Our next SFBS dinner meeting is scheduled for 10/2 at 
Hs Lordships in Berkeley.  Steve Moore, San Francisco 
Bay Regional Water Quality Board, will lead a discussion 
on Bay Area regulation topics including enforcement & 
reporting changes. 
 
Here’s a quick recap of our recent training events: the 
O&M Committee held a tour at the San Francisco 
Oceanside plant on 8/20, the Collections System 
Committee held a Competent Person training in Foster 
City on 9/3, and the Student Activities Committee held 
the Students & Young Professionals School Year Kick-
Off Dinner at Jupiter in Berkeley on 9/17.  All three 
events had full houses and great feedback.  Please see the 
calendar towards the end of the newsletter for the 
upcoming training events and refer to the fliers included 
in this newsletter and the SFBS and CWEA web sites for 
additional details. 
 
Thanks to everyone that attended and volunteered at the 
2008 Northern Regional Training Conference in Sparks.  
The Bay Section will be co-hosting the 2010 NRTC, so 
please contact one of the SFBS Board members if you’re 
interested in helping out with the event. 
 
Printing Courtesy of Black & Veatch 

  
Don’t forget that the SFBS awards nomination deadline 
is 10/31!  CWEA has announced two new awards, 
Outstanding Young Professional of the Year and 
Public Education Person of the Year.  Additional 
information on both awards can be found later in this 
newsletter and on the CWEA web site. 
 
Computer Based Testing is just around the corner.  The 
new certification applications are now available from the 
CWEA web site and the deadline to apply for the 
January-March testing window is 11/30.  Note that space 
may be limited at the test centers, so the sooner you apply 
and get approved to take the test, the sooner you can 
schedule a test when and where you want it.  Approved 
applicants will be able to schedule tests beginning 10/20.  
And don’t forget, members can download the CWEA 
study guides for free from the CWEA web site (available 
by 10/1). 
 
Good luck to everyone taking the Operator certification 
exams on October 4! 
 
Kevin O’Toole, 2008 SFBS President 
 
 
 
 
 

Inkspot 

Important Stuff: 
Oct 2 SFBS Dinner Meeting 
Oct 4 Operator Certification 
Exam 
Oct 8-9 SFBS/SCVS Lab 
Committee Seminar, Process 
Science and Troubleshooting 
for Wastewater Professionals, 
Hs. Lordships, Berkeley  
Oct 15 CWEA Northern Safety 
Day Woodland, Ca 
Oct 22 SFBS Collections 
System Committee, Vendor 
Technology Faire, USD 
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Ramblings from the Editor…   

 
 
Greetings! 
 
The District’s Pollution Prevention Week has turned out to be a great success!!  We have (so far) exchanged 
over 50 mercury thermometers for digital ones.  I think one reason was the FREE digital thermometer.  
Everyone likes free stuff.  Hopefully, the message on pollution prevention was realized as well.  We have 
also received about 75 pounds of batteries to properly recycle and dozens of fluorescent lamps.  The 
partnership with Rodeo Hardware did not end with the conclusion of Pollution Prevention Week; it will 
continue indefinitely.  Many thanks to my colleagues in the Bay Area Pollution Prevention Group that helped 
the District set up our first pollution prevention program! 
 
Last month I informed ya’ll of good news in a new sewer lateral condition ordinance the District passed in 
August.  YIKES!!  Well, it is developing into a great success but I have just added a lot of time to already a 
busy week.  Ya, I know, cry me a river!!  I just didn’t realize I would be getting a bunch of calls from realtors 
needing information.  I guess it is an indication that the program is working.  Hopefully, after a few months 
the information will be out there and the calls will slow.  It looks like we will be assessing at least 100 laterals 
in the coming months. 
 
Speaking of collection systems, DON’T EVER CONSTRUCT IN BACKYARDS!!  Who ever decided to do 
this in Rodeo, well let’s just say I would like to have a few words with them.  We just completed over 17,000 
feet of smoke testing in…you guessed it…our back yard lines.  Nearly all of the lines have severe defects.  
Problems were expected but not at this level (mostly from root intrusion).  Additionally, most of the laterals 
are in bad shape and those lucky residents will soon be getting a nice note from the District.  So now I am 
jumping into high gear to address some of the worst problems so they can be corrected before the heavy 
winter rains hit.  Also, we even found old brick manholes, missing bricks, and crappy fiberglass liners, 
another bad idea… 
 
Hope you all have a great day! 
 
Steve 



INKSPOT OCTOBER 2008 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CWEA San Francisco Bay Section  
October 2008 Dinner Meeting 

 
Wastewater Regulatory Update 

 
Featuring: Steve Moore, San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Board 
 
Steven Moore serves on the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board, and 
has a varied 20 year career in the environmental field including as a consultant and as an 
engineer with the Board.  He is also a lecturer at UC Berkeley Extension on Wastewater Laws 
and Regulations. 
 
Join us for a discussion of the hot topics in Bay Area Wastewater Regulations, led by Steven 
Moore of the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board.  Topics will include 
enforcement & reporting changes, with ample time for questions and open discussion. 
 
Where: Hs. Lordships   Dinner: $30.00 CWEA Members 
  199 Seawall Drive     $45.00 Non-CWEA  
  Berkeley, CA      $15.00 Students 
  510 843-2733 
     
When: Thursday, October 2, 2008  Choice of:    Prime Rib  

5:00 – Board Meeting    Baked Salmon  
5:30 – Social Hour      Chicken Breast Rosemary   
6:30 – Dinner      Vegetarian Lasagna 
7:30 – Presentation  

 
Contact: Email Polly Villarreal of East Bay Municipal Utility District at cweasfbs@aol.com 

for dinner reservations.  Include your name, agency or company affiliation, and 
menu selection. 
Reservation deadline for Dinner Meeting is Friday, September 26, 2008.   

REMEMBER – a reservation is a commitment to pay. 

 
Directions: Please see maps on following page. 

 
HS Lordships, 199 Seawall Drive, Berkeley, CA  94710, (510) 843-2733 
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From Sacramento:  Take I-80 West 
towards Berkeley.  Exit at University 
Ave. and turn left onto University.  Turn 
left on Seawall Drive.  Continue on 
Seawall to HS Lordships. 

From Walnut Creek:  Take Hwy 24 to 
580 East, following the signs to 
Berkeley/Sacramento.  Exit at University 
Ave.  Stay in the right lane and follow 
the signs directing you towards Fourth 
St.  Turn right onto Hearst St.  Turn right 
onto Sixth St.  Turn right onto University 
Ave.  Turn left on Seawall Drive.  
Continue on Seawall to HS Lordships. 

From South Bay:  Take I-80 and exit at 
University Ave.  Stay in the right lane 
and follow the signs directing you 
towards Fourth St.  Turn right onto 
Hearst St.  Turn right onto Sixth St.  
Turn right onto University Ave.  Turn left 
on Seawall Drive.  Continue on Seawall 
to HS Lordships. 

From SF:  Take 101 to the Bay Bridge 
to I-80 (Sacramento), staying to the left.  
Continue on I-80 and exit at University 
Ave.  Stay in the right lane and follow 
the signs directing you towards Fourth 
St.  Turn right onto Hearst St.  Turn right 
onto Sixth St.  Turn right onto University 
Ave.  Turn left on Seawall Drive.  
Continue on Seawall to HS Lordships. 

Free Parking 
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UC Berkeley  
Environmental Competition Team  

Needs Our Help!  
  
If you are interested in assisting with 
developing the competition rules, judging 
the competition, or promoting the event 
at your alma mater please contact the 
Bay Section Student Activities 
Committee and they can put you in touch 
with the event organizers.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
February 5th: Annual Student Night 
                        (Tentative Date) 

Welcome to the S&YP Corner!! 
 
This new section to the InkSpot 
will feature information and 
events related to students and 
young professionals (S&YP). 
Upcoming events and information 
will be listed here in order to give 
S&YPs a central location to find 
upcoming events, scholarship and 
other pertinent information. This 
will also serve as a way to 
communicate to the general 
membership what’s going on with 
the Student Activities Committee 
and the Professional Development 
Committee/Young Members 
Forum.   
 
Stay tuned for more information.  
If you would like to post any 
information on this page or if you 
have any comments/questions 
re gardin g any of  the in f ormation 

Kirt Brooks Memorial 
Water Environment Scholarship  

 
Awards Range from $500 to $5000 
Application Deadline: January 15th 
Apply at www.cwea.org/scholarship  

 

 
 

 

Student Activities Committee Website: http://www.cwea.org/sfb/committees/stud_act.htm  
Professional Development Committee Website: http://www.cwea.org/sfb/committees/professional.htm  

Student and Young Professional Database 
  

If you’d like to be added to the statewide  
student and young professional database, 

please send a reply e-mail with either 
STUDENT or YOUNG PROFESSIONAL next 

to your NAME in the subject line to 
cwea-sypc@googlegroups.com. 
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Student and Young Professional Night a Hit! 
 

On September 17th, the Student Activities Committee (SAC) 
joined forces with the Professional Development 
Committee/Young Member Forum (PDC/YMF) to hold a 
Student and Young Professional School Year Kick-Off Event 
Jupiter Restaurant in Berkeley. The event was a huge success 
attracting 28 students from four local universities and 25 
professionals. The evening was structured similar to the Bay 
Section monthly dinner meetings and emphasized the importance 
of networking with professionals in the industry while increasing 
student and young professional awareness of CWEA and Bay 
Section activities. 

 
The evening featured a presentation from Jenny VanCalcar of CDM, 
on Pure Home Water (PHW) and sustainable water treatment in the 
developing world. PHW is a social enterprise and non-profit 
organization founded in Ghana in 2005 through the efforts of MIT 
with the funding of the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation. Ms. 
VanCalcar’s presentation focused on her recent trip to Northern 
Ghana to research local water quality to be added to a Google Earth 
Layer and work with Pure Home Water staff.   

Keeping with the water treatment theme, members of the UC Berkeley 
Environmental Engineering Team that won the 2008 “Water Treatment 
from your Kitchen Sink… and Beyond” competition were also in attendance to talk about the upcoming 
2009 competition and recruit professionals to assist with developing the event rules, judging and 
promotion. In 1998, this competition was started by the ASCE student chapter at UC Davis who realized 
that student members interested in environmental engineering were left out of traditional civil 
engineering competitions, such as the Concrete Canoe and the Steel Bridge. Since then, the competition 
has been held annually, hosted each year by the school that won the competition the previous year. The 
competition requires students to design and construct a water treatment system that will contain, treat, 
and discharge a sample of water contaminated with organic and inorganic matter.  
 

This year CWEA will be assisting the UC Berkeley 
Environmental Team with developing the competition and 
promoting more involvement by other schools. If you are 
interested in assisting with developing the competition rules, 
judging the competition, or promoting the event at your alma 
mater please contact the Bay Section Student Activities 
Committee via the contact information on the website and they 
can put you in touch with the event organizers.  
 
The SAC and YMF plan to host more student and young 
professional events during the academic school year. For more 
information about this event and future events please contact the 
SAC and the PDC/YMF Chairs and request to be added to the 
distribution list.  

Guest Speaker, Jenny VanCalcar

Johnny Mendoza and Sandie De Medeiros talk about 
the Environmental Competition and CWEA support. 



Categories:
Collection systems:  Person of the Year
Collection systems:  System of the Year  
			   Small, Medium, Large
Electrical/Instrumentation:  Person of the Year
Engineering:  Achievement of the Year
Engineering:  Research of the Year
Gimmicks and Gadgets:  Gimmick/Gadget of the Year
Laboratory:  Person of the Year
Mechanical Technology:  Mechanical Technician of 		
			             the Year
Operations:  Operator of the Year
Plant  - Overall:  Plant of the Year 
		       Small, Medium, Large
Plant Safety:  Plant of the Year 
		  Small, Medium, Large
Pretreatment Pollution Prevention and Stormwater:   
					     Person of the Year
Public Education:  Program of the Year
Supervisors:  Supervisor of the Year
					     . . . and more! 

2009 CWEA
         San Francisco Bay Section

	    AwardsNomination deadline:			 
October 31, 2008

Nomination forms available at  
www.cwea.org/awards.

Return completed nomination forms to:  
Rick Chan 
Carollo Engineers 
2700 Ygnacio Valley Road, Suite 300 
Walnut Creek, CA 94598

Winners will be presented at the  
Bay Section Awards Banquet on  
January 23, 2009.

There are over 20 categories for CWEA 
awards, which honor CWEA mem-
bers and wastewater professionals 
in California. The program serves to 
recognize outstanding professional 
achievements within the waste 
water �eld, improve the profession-
al status of all personnel working 
in the wastewater industry and 
related �elds, and stimulate public 
awareness of the importance of 
wastewater treatment to public 
health and the water environ-
ment.

Awards are given at the local 
section level, and winners 
advance to state competi-
tion to be held at the Annual 
Conference in Palm Springs, 
CA between April 28 to  
May 1, 2009. 

If you have any questions, 
please contact Rick Chan 
at 925-932-1710 or 
via email at rchan@ 
carollo.com. 
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CWEA has announced two 
new AWARDS! 

 

Outstanding Young Professional of the Year 
and Public Education Person of the Year. 

 

Both awards will be given at the local level with the winners competing at the 
state level to be awarded at the annual conference in April. 

 

The Outstanding Young Professional Award recognizes the up and coming talent in the 
wastewater industry including, but not limited to, operators, engineers, and laboratory staff. 
Please contact Jennifer Lee, the CWEA Students and Young Professionals Committee Chair 
from the North, at jlee@ebmud.com with any questions related to the award and nomination 
process.  

The Public Education Person of the Year Award acknowledges the hard work and 
accomplishments of any CWEA member who has helped to develop or implement education 
programs for personnel in the water pollution control field or who has implemented or 
participated in public information/education activities.  Please contact Devina Douglas, State 
Public Education Chairperson, at devinadouglas@yahoo.com with any questions related to the 
award and nomination process. 

 

 





mailto:tsains@ci.antioch.ca.us
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SFBS CALENDAR  
 

OCTOBER 2008 

2 SFBS Dinner Meeting, Hs Lordships, Berkeley 

4 Operations Certification Exam 

8-9 SFBS/SCVS Lab Committee Seminar, Process Science and Troubleshooting for 
Wastewater Professionals, Hs. Lordships, Berkeley 

15 CWEA Northern Safety Day 2008, Woodland, Ca 

18-22 WEF Tech 08, Chicago, Illinois 

22 SFBS Collections System Committee, Vendor Technology Faire, USD 

  

NOVEMBER 2008 

  

6 CWEA “Ethics is for Everyone” Seminar, Elk Grove 

6 SFBS Dinner Meeting, TBD 

27-28 Gobble Gobble! 

  

  

  

  

DECEMBER 2008 

 Happy Holidays! 

4 SFBS Dinner Meeting, TBD 
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SF BAY SECTION BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
President Kevin O’Toole 
kotoole@whitleyburchett.com 925-945-6850 

Treasurer Kevin Krajewski 
kjk@vaengr.com 510-903-6600 

Vice President Florence Wedington 
fwedingt@ebmud.com 510-287-1625 

Membership  Randy Fiorucci 
fioruccirw@bv.com  925-949-5950 

1st Year Director Polly Vilarreal 
cwea_pv@yahoo.com 510-772-0766 

O & M Exchange Greg DeBois 
Greg.DeBois@LEE-RO.com 925-937-4050 

2nd Year Director Mark Takemoto 
mtakemoto@rmcwater.com 925-627-4100 

Professional Development Meg Herston 
mherston@fssd.com 707-428-9109 

Past President/Awards Chair Rick Chan 
rchan@carollo.com 925-932-1710 

Safety  Leo Gonzalez 
lgonzalez@centralsan.dst.ca.us 925-229-0480 

Laboratory Committee 
Cassie Prudhel 
cassie.prudhel@ssf.net 650-829-3840 
Sara Sipes  
ssipes@sbsa.org (650) 594-8411, ext. 154 

Student Activities  
Cynthia Cano 
ccano@carollo.com 925-932-1710 
Sandie De Medeiros  
DeMedeirosSL@cdm.com 925-296-8031 

Communications Mark Takemoto 
mtakemoto@rmcwater.com 925-627-4100 

TCP Officer Angelino Santos 
santosac@worldnet.att.net  510-481-6996 

Newsletter Editor Steve Beall 
bealls@rodeosan.org 510-799-2970 

Collection System Tom Herlihy 
tom_herlihy@unionsanitary.com 510-276-4700 

 
 

San Francisco Bay Section/CWEA 
2999 Oak Road, Suite 490 
Walnut Creek, CA 94597 
 


